
The Rock Painting Site at Ngungunda
by Katharina Lommel

The site is located approximately 3 and a half miles north-east of Gibb River station, on a
hill which slopes southwards towards the Ngungunda creek and is bounded on the north-east
by one of the latter’s tributaries. Large numbers of non-venomous snakes inhabit the area,
which is regarded as a mythical gathering place for the souls of dead snakes. 
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On the path leading to the painting, to the
east of the site, one sees, in addition, a pair
of large, elongated stones, each of which
bears the carved outline of a snake. Carved
in the rocky ground by the lower reaches of
the creek, south-west of the station, there is
also a furrow, some four metres long, with
smaller stones arranged around the edges.

There are numerous similar stone assemblages
in the vicinity of the rock painting itself.
Lumps of stone resembling miniature menhirs
have been inserted in the crevices of the
natural rock formations; the top end of one
has a curved appearance reminiscent of a
snake’s aggressive attitude. These menhirs
are located a few metres westwards of the
painting; a particularly large number of them
are also found about 100 metres to the north. Standing stones at Ngungunda



About 80 metres to the south of the painting, a vertical slab of rock set in the earth is
decorated on either side with the abraded outlines of two rampant snakes. The painting
itself is located in a west-facing shelter, formed by a single ridge of rock projecting from
the side of the cliff. It shows a total of over twenty snakes, juxtaposed in a manner that suggests
the pattern of a bird’s wing, and accompanied by a single Wandjina, whose abbreviated
body tapers off into an image of two snakes. 
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Rock painting site located in a west-facing shelter formed by a single,

ridge of rock projecting from the side of the cliff
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Wandjina with snakes
170 x 90 cm

The picture shows a group of over twenty snakes.While the ground and the bodies are white,
the outlines are painted in bichrome combinations of black with red or yellow ochre, or in
monochrome red or yellow. The scaly appearance of the skin is conveyed by neat rows of straight
lines ending in black dots Among the reptiles is a single Wandjina head, whose body tapers
off into an image of two snakes. In 1955 the painting was in an excellent state of preservation.


