The Rock Painting Site at Aulen
by Katharina Lommel

The paintings at this site are executed on a vertical rock face running from east to west by
the bank of the Hann River. In the western left hand niche of the rock face, just above the
big white rock, is a faded picture of three Wandjinas.
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Vertical rock face at Aulen
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Only the heads and shoulders of three Wandjinas are visible, but it remains clear that the
figures are in a standing position, looking out over the river. Their colours — red and yellow
ochre — have evidently not been retouched for several years. However, the figures do not
appear to be particularly old: the Wandjina on the left shows traces of profile drawing,
which is atypical and points to modern influences. Above these figures, in a corner of the
rock face, is a picture of a turtle which is partly washed out and partly darkened with age.

Three Wandjinas
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(n Shaped Snake

About fifteen metres further on, in a natural cave, is a painting of a snake, also very faded,;
the body is painted red and the head black. Seated on its back is a bird. Three separate
versions of the latter motif were painted at different times, and probably in different
colours, too. While the outlines of the oldest version are now largely obscured, it is clear
that the next painting was executed in dark red and the final version in yellow ochre.
Again, skilful use is made of the sculptural qualities of the rock surface.

Recalling fragments of a mythical narrative, the Aborigines told us that the snakeOs name is
Wala. It is a genuine Ungud, and very dangerous. The bird is said to be an eagle.

Our guides knew only of these two paintings and failed even to recognise the other
pictures at the site, which were executed in quite different styles.

Rock Painting Sites in the Kimberley Region Page 44



